By ADAM SWIFT

The majority of voters at
Town Meeting on Mom‘say
night were not swayed by a
plan 0 use $1.55-miliion in
Commmunity Preservation Act
o fands Lo ren-
ovate  the
Turkiln

-

“ihe Historica
C:)m:r.ission iﬂd(!(. the case
that the sestoration of (he
building wus importani bis-
wr scaily and Lo the comimuni-
ty. Miany of those opposed to
the article countered that the
building’s time had come and
gone and that CPA faads
could be pul 1o beiier use.
The f‘:z.‘.\,ln building con-
sists of wo
ONC-TO0my
schoolbouses b
outlt in 1§71 &%
KR ”)0"
respectively,
Wwith @ conneclor housing
batirooms and a basement
that dates te 1926,
Susaane  Shechan,

aiternate member on  (he
Historical Comnission,
poinied out that the original
hc‘lool was built by the resi-
dents of West Duxbury and
was a fecal point of the com-
muniiy,

centinied on page 14
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When the school closed in
1949, the neighbors (ook over
ihe building and wrned it into
a youth center. From ihe
1970s until about two years
ago, the htuldmu was  used
alinost daily as mecting spuce
Jy & number of local comnu-
nity groups, Shechan said.

Boir the 1871 and the
1908 wings of the building
maintain - many  historical

touches, including the original
halkboards, said Hlsmracal
Commission imember Barbara
Kiiey.

The planned renovaiion
would have maintained the
historic appearance of the
building while updating the
mechanical and clectrical sys-
tems and providing handicap
accessibility.

“Once this building is
1'0\:10;0::, it wili be a very pop-
Har place Jo.'p'-v ple o use for
d!l activities,” Kiley said. She
that thic renovation
would have ao impaci on the
ax rate, since it would be paid
for with CPA {unds.

Last year, Tawn Meeting
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added
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ilistorical Commissicn m...,.-
aer Barbara Kiley makes ihe
case for the renovaiicn of the
arkiln building.

approved $125,000 for design
plans for the renovation.
Orviginatly, it was estimaicd
that the renovation project
would cost about $1.2 million,
but over the past several
moaths, that estimate weat as
aigh as $2.1 million.
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Wlxcn oids [oe the project
canie in last week, the number
fell closer to ihie original esti-
mates, and the Community
Preservation Commiitice voted
o suppoit ain asticle tor $1.55
million,

A number of
who spuke against the project
noied the high price e Tera
community building that has
lisited space.

"My house was built 135
years ago, and it doesn’™t aced
those kinds of repairs,” said
John Humilton. He added ihat
ihe Senior Center was buili 10
years ago foir $2 miliion and
provides ‘much more meciing
space than can be aeconmo-
dated at the Tarkiln building.

James Sullivan  warned
that with the town facing pos-
sible overrides lor police and
fire stations and the schools,
the town has to muake better
use of 1ls resourees.

“We'ie desperate for asite
for a public safety building,
and this parcel is in the town’s
control and compativic with
some  of  those  needs,”
Sullivan said. “Just becatise
we spent $125.000 last year,
it's not a reason o spend 10
times that.”

icsidents

“Just because we spent

8125, \JBOx i ye ac', its nol a
reason to soend 13 limes
7 ,‘y ”
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Both ihe Finance
Comminee and the Fiscal
Advisory Commitlee recom-
mended the defeat of the
Tarkiln articic.

Fiscal Advisory
Commitiee member Friend
Weiler said the Tarkiln project
would have limited value to
the town compared to other
CPC projects at this year’s
Town Mecting such as the
puichase of the Berrybrook
and Camp Wing open space.

Former Selectman Ruth
Rowley said she supported the
renovation, noting the role the
building has played in the
comnmumity for cver a century.

“This adds no money on
the taxes,” she said. “It scems
to me that it would not he a
bad investment,”

. Finance Committee mem-
ber Colicen Brayer said she
was torn over the project, but
noted the town has used CPC
money in the past for projecty
such as the Alden House and
the King Caesar House that
are not owned by the town,

Brayer said she would
have liked to see a motion
reducing the amount request-
cd i the article, but there was
o further action on the
reaucst before the articie was
ultimaiely defeaied.



